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Research, Reports, and Data on the
Nonprofit Sector

Nonprofits depend upon quality research to, among other things, increase their
understanding, improve their operations and programs, and advance their public
policy and public awareness initiatives.

Nonprofit Impact Matters: How America’s
Charitable Nonprofits Strengthen Communities
and Improve Lives

 

In addition to telling the story of the nonprofit sector from the nonprofit perspective,
the Nonprofit Impact Matters site houses extensive data, up-to-date research,
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and key facts on the sector, including state-by-state nonprofit data and reports. View
additional nonprofit sector research and data

Recent Reports from the National Council of
Nonprofits

The Nonprofit Workforce Shortage Crisis (August 2023, December 2021)
Strengthening State and Local Economies in Partnership with Nonprofits:
Principles, Recommendations, and Models for Investing Coronavirus State and
Local Fiscal Recovery Funds (October 2021, updated April 2022)
See the data pages on our Nonprofit Impact Matters site for state-level data
and reports.

State Nonprofit Reports
Alabama

State of the Sector (2024)

Alaska

Alaska’s Nonprofit Sector: Generating Economic Impact (2021)

Previous Reports
Alaska's Nonprofit Sector: Generating Economic Impact 
Alaska Nonprofit Capacity Report (2016) 

Arizona

Beyond the Bottom Line: The Economic and Social Impact of Arizona Nonprofits
 (2018)
Arizona Nonprofits: Economic Power, Positive Impact (2016)

California

Causes Count: The Economic Power of California's Nonprofit Sector (2019)

Colorado

https://www.nonprofitimpactmatters.org/?utm_source=web&utm_medium=site&utm_campaign=reports-page
https://www.nonprofitimpactmatters.org/?utm_source=web&utm_medium=site&utm_campaign=reports-page
https://www.councilofnonprofits.org/nonprofit-workforce-shortage-crisis
https://www.councilofnonprofits.org/reports/strengthening-state-and-local-economies-partnership-nonprofits
https://www.councilofnonprofits.org/reports/strengthening-state-and-local-economies-partnership-nonprofits
https://www.councilofnonprofits.org/reports/strengthening-state-and-local-economies-partnership-nonprofits
https://www.nonprofitimpactmatters.org/data/national-nonprofits-sector-reports/
https://www.alabamanonprofits.org/products/state-of-the-sector-2023-e-version##
https://www.forakergroup.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Foraker-Nonprofit-Economic-Impact-Report-2021.pdf
https://www.forakergroup.org/speak-up/nonprofit-economic-impact/
http://www.forakergroup.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/FG_SECTOR_REPORT.pdf
https://cdn.ymaws.com/arizonanonprofits.site-ym.com/resource/resmgr/files/az_noprofit_impact_2018_fina.pdf
https://www.azfoundation.org/Initiatives-Impact/Research/Arizona-Nonprofit-Impact
https://calnonprofits.org/publications/causes-count


Colorado Nonprofit Economic Impact Report (2024)

Previous Reports

Colorado Nonprofit Salaries & Benefits Survey (2023)

Colorado Nonprofit Economic Impact Study (2019)

Connecticut

State of the Connecticut Nonprofit Sector (2022)

District of Columbia

Nonprofits Count (2016)

Florida

Florida Nonprofits Survey 2023 (2024)

Previous Reports
Economic Benefits of Florida's Nonprofit Sector (2023)
Florida Nonprofits Survey 2022 (2023)
Giving in Florida (2022)
COVID-19 Effects on Florida Nonprofits (2021)

Hawai`i

Hawaii's Nonprofit Sector Report (2016)

Idaho

State of the Sector Report (2022)

Illinois

Giving in Illinois (2019)

Indiana

Nonprofit Salary Survey (2023)

Kentucky

https://api.coloradononprofits.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/2024-Colorado-Nonprofit-Economic-Impact-Summary-Infographic-FINAL.pdf
https://coloradononprofits.org/publications/2023-colorado-nonprofit-salaries-benefits-survey/
https://api.coloradononprofits.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Colorado-Nonprofit-Impact-Report-Infographic.pdf
https://fiopartners.com/images/uploads/CT-SOS-2022Report.pdf
https://marylandnonprofits.org/wp-content/uploads/Nonprofits-Count-Report-and-Appendix-for-printing.pdf
https://cdn.ymaws.com/flnonprofits.org/resource/resmgr/research_files/FNA_Nonprofits_Survey_2023_r.pdf
https://flnonprofits.org/general/custom.asp?page=EconomicImpact
https://flnonprofits.org/page/NonprofitSurvey2022
https://cdn.ymaws.com/flnonprofits.org/resource/resmgr/FINAL_Giving_in_Florida_Repo.pdf
https://cdn.ymaws.com/flnonprofits.org/resource/resmgr/files/FNA_COVID-19_December_2021_R.pdf
https://hano-hawaii.org/wp-content/uploads/HANO-Nonprofit-Sector-Report-2016.pdf
https://www.idahononprofits.org/state-of-the-sector-report.html
https://myforefront.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Giving-in-Illinois-2019-4.pdf
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/RJIFP7T


More Than Charity: Kentucky's Nonprofit Sector (2024)
More Than Charity: Kentucky's Nonprofit Sector (2020)

Louisiana

​State of the Nonprofit Sector Economic Report (2022)

Maine

Adding Up Impact: Maine Nonprofits at Work (2021)

Maryland

Maryland Nonprofits by the Numbers (2021)

Previous Reports
COVID-19 Pandemic and Racial Equity Survey
Strengthening Communities: The Impact of the Nonprofit Sector on
Maryland’s Lower Eastern Shore (2019)
Nonprofits Count (2016)

Massachusetts

Essential or Not? The Critical Need for Human Services Workers (2023)

Previous Reports
The Nonprofit Sector Jobs Engine and Strategies for Strengthening It
 (2019)
Beyond Social Value: The Economic Impact of the Human Services Sector
 (2015)
Poverty in Massachusetts: Lower Than Average But Far Too High,
Especially for Children

Michigan

Economic Benefits of Michigan's Nonprofit Sector (2019)
2015 Michigan Civic Health Index

Minnesota

https://www.kynonprofits.org/sites/default/files/KNN-MoreThanCharity-Report-2023_Final.pdf
https://www.kynonprofits.org/node/26949
https://www.lsus.edu/Documents/INAR/FINALFINAL_State%20of%20the%20Nonprofit%20Sector%20in%20Louisiana_Economic%20Report%20%281%29.pdf
https://www.nonprofitmaine.org/nonprofit-research
https://marylandnonprofits.force.com/nplnlb/s/maryland-nonprofits-by-the-numbers
https://marylandnonprofits.my.site.com/nplnlb/s/covid19-pandemic-racial-equity-survey
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/d0fa2a_3087ffa0aafd4de580438e35e508ffaa.pdf?index=true
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/d0fa2a_3087ffa0aafd4de580438e35e508ffaa.pdf?index=true
http://marylandnonprofits.org/wp-content/uploads/Nonprofits-Count-Report-and-Appendix-for-printing.pdf
https://providers.org/report/essential-or-not-the-critical-need-for-human-services-workers/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1flep4pC1jCHmHa1E1XBvwBvsJ74UsIBl/view
https://providers.org/report/beyond-social-value-the-economic-impact-of-the-human-services-sector/
http://massnonprofitnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/MNN-CommonwealthInsights-2e.pdf
http://massnonprofitnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/MNN-CommonwealthInsights-2e.pdf
https://www.mnaonline.org/doc-url/446-economic-benefits-report-2018/file
https://ncoc.org/research-type/michigan-study-makes-recommendations-for-improving-civic-life-and-strengthening-communities/


Current Conditions of Minnesota's Nonprofit Sector (2024)
Minnesota Nonprofit Economy Report

Missouri

Kansas City Nonprofit Impact Report (2020)
2015 Landscape Report: Quantifying Missouri's Nonprofit Sector

Montana

Montana Nonprofit Economic Impact Report (2023)

Nebraska

Nebraska's Nonprofit Sector (2019)

New Hampshire

New Hampshire's Nonprofit Sector in Brief  (2019)

New Jersey

New Jersey Nonprofit Trends and Outlook (2024)

Previous Reports
New Jersey Nonprofits 2023: Trends and Outlook
New Jersey Nonprofits 2022: Trends and Outlook

New York

State of the Nonprofit Sector in New York State (2024)

Previous Reports
In Every County, Across All Budget Sizes: White Overrepresentation in the
New York City Area’s Nonprofit Leadership (2023)
State of the Nonprofit Sector in New York State (2023)
The Economic Power of the Hudson Valley's Charitable Nonprofit Sector
(2022)
The Economic Impact of NYC Nonprofit Organizations (2020)

North Carolina 

https://minnesotanonprofits.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/2024-Current-Conditions-Report.pdf
https://www.minnesotanonprofits.org/resources-tools/sector-research/minnesota-nonprofit-economy-report
https://impact.npconnect.org/nonprofitconnect/
https://nonprofitmissouri.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/NPMO_LandscapeReport-Final.pdf
https://www.mtnonprofit.org/2023-nonprofit-economic-impact-report/
https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.nonprofitam.org/resource/resmgr/economic_impact_report/digital/nam-eir_report_03.12.19_digi.pdf
https://www.nhnonprofits.org/resources/nh-nonprofit-data-brief-2019
https://njnonprofits.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/2024AnnualSurveyRpt.pdf
https://njnonprofits.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/2023AnnualSurveyRpt.pdf
https://njnonprofits.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/2022AnnualSurveyRpt.pdf
https://www.nycon.org/storage/documents/Documents_for_Linking/nycon%20state%20of%20the%20sector%202024.pdf
https://www.nonprofitnewyork.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/NNY_ECAB_Report-FINAL-1.pdf
https://www.nonprofitnewyork.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/NNY_ECAB_Report-FINAL-1.pdf
https://www.nycon.org/storage/documents/Documents_for_Linking/2023%20state%20of%20the%20sector.pdf
https://hudsonvalleyfundersnetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/NYCON-Report_FINAL_4.2022.pdf
https://comptroller.nyc.gov/reports/the-economic-impact-of-nyc-nonprofit-organizations/


Nonprofits' Impact on North Carolina (2016)
Essential: Our State's Nonprofit Sector is a Vital Economic Engine (2015)

North Dakota

North Dakota Nonprofit Sector Impact (2019)

Oregon

Nonprofit Capacity in Oregon (2024)

Previous Reports
Wage Suppression in Oregon's Social Service Nonprofits (2024)
Oregon State of the Sector Report (2020)  

South Carolina

SC's Nonprofit Sector Impact & Workforce Data

Tennessee

State Grants in Tennessee: Making Grants Work for Nonprofits (2024)

Previous Reports
2023 State of the Mid-South Nonprofit Sector Report (2023)
2020 State of the Mid-South Nonprofit Sector Report (2021)

Texas

Central Texas Nonprofit Capacity Report (2024)

Previous Reports
Built for Texas: Creating a More Connected & Resourced Future for our
Nonprofit Sector (2023)
Built for Texas: The Impact and Opportunity of the Nonprofit Sector (2019)

Utah

Utah Nonprofit Sector Report (2024)

Vermont

https://www.somncfdn.org/assets/NPImpactNC.pdf
https://www.ncnonprofits.org/sites/default/files/resource_attachments/EconomicReport_FullReport_151202.pdf
https://www.ndano.org/file_download/inline/f5613184-a311-49e7-bd50-86199268da90
https://nonprofitoregon.org/resources/2024-nonprofit-capacity-in-oregon/
https://nonprofitoregon.org/resources/wage-suppression-in-oregons-social-service-nonprofits/
https://nonprofitoregon.org/sos-report
https://www.togethersc.org/scs-nonprofit-sector-impact
https://tnnonprofits.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Final-Report-Making-Grants-Work-for-Nonprofits-in-Tennessee.pdf
https://momentumnonprofitpartners.org/research
https://momentumnonprofitpartners.org/s/MNP_2020_StateOfTheSectorReport_FINAL.pdf
https://www.missioncapital.org/ctx-nonprofit-capacity-report
https://txnonprofits-prod.oneeach.dev/sites/txnonprofits/files/bft_report/Built%20for%20Texas_2023%20Edition.pdf
https://txnonprofits-prod.oneeach.dev/sites/txnonprofits/files/bft_report/Built%20for%20Texas_2023%20Edition.pdf
https://www.uwtexas.org/sites/uwtexas.org/files/Built%20For%20Texas%20-%20FINAL%20REPORT.pdf
https://txnonprofits-prod.oneeach.dev/sites/txnonprofits/files/Built%20for%20Texas%20-%20The%20Impact%20and%20Opportunity%20of%20Our%20Nonprofit%20Sector.pdf
https://www.utahnonprofits.org/assets/pdf/2024+Nonprofit+Sector+Report/


Vermont's Nonprofit Sector: An Economic Driver & Vital Community Partner 
(2019)

Virginia

Virginia Nonprofit Sector Report (2023)
State of the Nonprofit Sector on the Virginia Peninsula (2019)

Washington

2022 Nonprofit Economic Impact Report

Wisconsin

Nonprofit Wisconsin in Brief (2019)

Wyoming

Power and Possibility: the Impact of Wyoming's Nonprofit Sector (2022)

More Reports from the National Council of
Nonprofits

The Nonprofit Overtime Implementation Conundrum (July 2016)
Toward Common Sense Contracting: What Taxpayers Deserve (May 2014)
A Dozen Common Sense Solutions to Government-Nonprofit Contracting
Problems (December 2013)
Investing for Impact: Indirect Costs Are Essential for Success (September 2013)
Partnering for Impact: Government-Nonprofit Contracting Reform Task Forces
Produce Results for Taxpayers (April 2013)
Three Simple Things Statewide and Local Elected Officials Can Do to Strengthen
Communities, Improve Government, and Save Taxpayers Money (October
2012)
Three Simple Things State Legislators Can Do to Strengthen Communities,
Improve Government, and Save Taxpayers Money (October 2012)
Costs, Complexification, and Crisis: Government’s Human Services Contracting
“System” Hurts Everyone (October 2010)
State Budget Crises: Ripping the Safety Net Held by Nonprofits (March 2010)

https://data.commongoodvt.org/
https://www.thecne.org/virginia-nonprofit-sector-report/
https://networkpeninsula.org/sector/
https://nonprofitwa.org/advocate/research-reports/2022-nonprofit-economic-impact-report/
https://uwm.edu/hbi/wp-content/uploads/sites/435/2019/09/Nonprofit-WI-In-Brief-2019.Final_.pdf
https://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/wynonprofit/sectorreport_2022/index.php
https://www.councilofnonprofits.org/trends-and-policy-issues/nonprofit-overtime-implementation-conundrum
https://www.councilofnonprofits.org/trends-and-policy-issues/state-policy-tax-law/toward-common-sense-contracting-what-taxpayers
https://www.councilofnonprofits.org/files/media/documents/2022/white-paper-common-sense-solutions.pdf
https://www.councilofnonprofits.org/files/media/documents/2022/white-paper-common-sense-solutions.pdf
https://www.councilofnonprofits.org/trends-and-policy-issues/state-policy-tax-law/investing-impact-indirect-costs-are-essential-success
https://www.councilofnonprofits.org/files/media/documents/2022/streamlining-report-partnering-for-impact.pdf
https://www.councilofnonprofits.org/files/media/documents/2022/streamlining-report-partnering-for-impact.pdf
https://www.councilofnonprofits.org/files/media/documents/2022/ThreeSimpleThingsStateElectedOfficials.pdf
https://www.councilofnonprofits.org/files/media/documents/2022/ThreeSimpleThingsStateElectedOfficials.pdf
https://www.councilofnonprofits.org/files/media/documents/2022/ThreeSimpleThingsStateLegislators.pdf
https://www.councilofnonprofits.org/files/media/documents/2022/ThreeSimpleThingsStateLegislators.pdf
https://www.councilofnonprofits.org/files/media/documents/2022/Costs-Complexification-and-Crisis.pdf
https://www.councilofnonprofits.org/files/media/documents/2022/Costs-Complexification-and-Crisis.pdf
https://www.councilofnonprofits.org/files/media/documents/2022/Special-Report-State-Budget-Crises-Ripping-the-Safety-Net-Held-by-Nonprofits-3-16-2010.pdf


Notable Regularly Updated Reports on
Philanthropy and the Nonprofit Sector

Building Movement Project
Fundraising Effectiveness Project
Giving USA 
Leading with Intent 
State of the Sector Survey

Sources of Research on the Nonprofit Sector
Association for Research on Nonprofits and Voluntary Action (ARNOVA)
Candid's U.S. Social Sector Dashboard
Congressional Research Service
Council on Foundations
Foundation Center
George Mason University Center on Nonprofits, Philanthropy, and Social
Enterprise
Government Accountability Office
Dorothy A. Johnson Center for Philanthropy at Grand Valley State University
International Society for Third-Sector Research
Johns Hopkins University, Nonprofit Economic Data Project
The Lilly Family School of Philanthropy at Indiana University
National Center for Charitable Statistics
National Committee for Responsive Philanthropy
Nonprofit Quarterly

Regulatory breadth index (RBI)  

Stanford Social Innovation Review
Urban Institute

https://buildingmovement.org/
https://afpglobal.org/FundraisingEffectivenessProject
https://givingusa.org/
https://leadingwithintent.org/
https://nff.org/learn/survey
https://www.arnova.org/
https://candid.org/explore-issues/us-social-sector
https://www.loc.gov/crsinfo/about/
https://cof.org/
https://candid.org/?fcref=lr
https://nonprofitcenter.schar.gmu.edu/
https://nonprofitcenter.schar.gmu.edu/
https://www.gao.gov/
https://www.gvsu.edu/jcp/
https://www.gvsu.edu/jcp/
https://www.istr.org/
http://ccss.jhu.edu/research-projects/nonprofit-economic-data/
https://philanthropy.iupui.edu/
https://nccs.urban.org/
https://www.ncrp.org/
https://nonprofitquarterly.org/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/nml.21536
https://ssir.org/
https://www.urban.org/

